CATED SUSPENSE 


AVAN MOORE 
STAN WOGH ’& 
ALFREDOVALGATA 


STRIKING! 


Lightning™—The Hot New Radio Controllea 
Racer From Monogram 


Introducing Lightning)" the slick RC off-road dune buggy 
that roars over gravel, dirt, pavement, grass and more at 
scale speeds exceeding 150 mph! You'll experience 

the daredevil thrill of high speed driving with your own 
dual stick radio transmitter. Wipe outs, spins, rolls, and 
crashes are all part of the fun as the rugged Lightning 
just bounces back and races on. You can build this 
powertul 1/10 scale speedster in less than an hour, 
whereas comparably performing radio controlled cars 
are far more complicated to assemble. Take a spin with 
Lightning. It's high speed radio controlled 

adventure from Monogram. ky — 


DESIGNED FOR DETAIL. 
BUILT FOR FUN™ 


Transmitter 


Lightning is a trademark of Monogram Models, Inc. © 1985. Monogram Models, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 


WORKED THAT IEHT IN (251, GAOT VE BP RETALIATED BY BLASTING THE TO? OF AIS. 
WE LSTA S CAR. OPPONENTS HAO OF, JUS ROME TRE 


STAUNCHING THE BLOOD FROM HS 
NECK WITH A FINGERLESS HAND, ED 
SCREAMED AND RETURNED FIRE, 


THE SEANCE ROOM WAS SILENT, 
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“ THE SOUND OF THE 
HAMMERS MUST 
WEVER STEP. 


THAT'S WHAT THE GH2S7S TOLD AY SO SHE BUILT A AOLEE COVERING SIX ACRES 
CANBYOSE WHEN SHE ASKED HOW SHE OUST TO KEEP THE SOAKS AWAY? THAT'S NOT 
COULD UNDO THE WRONG HER FAMILY'S GUNS SUPERNATURAL , MAN, THAT'S JUST PLAIN ZS. £3 


“HA! WELL, ANYWAYS, I 
BET IT WREN'T WO 
POPULAR WITH THE 
INDIANS / 


“BANG! BANG! BANG! 
YEEEEE- HAH” 


YI WAS CHEAZER, ANDA 
"em, 


O YOUR WIFE, DAVE, AND FORCET | 
Be ALL THIS SARITUALIGN CHIPS fj 


T MEAN, WHO WEEDS IT WHEN ROD, IT /S AN HEY, WHO RATTLED exe CAGE? LOOK, I WASN'T TRYING TO PUT A 
THERE'S SO MUCH FUN TO BE I MEAN, WHAT 4S THIG? L HAVE DAMPER ON ANYTHING, I MEAN, 
HAD ON A PURELY PYGEL4L 


Kwece ™® 
“WOOD? DAVID, 

WHERE Dip YOU GET ALL 

BS, THIS SUPERSTITION 4 

FROM? 


2 wa 


hs 


UH WELL, "neck woo” PROBABLY HEY, 77 SUPERSTITIOUS, 720 L 
DATES BACK TO WHEN FOLK ASKED / ABSOLUTELY REALE TO MAKE LOVE 
Wee THIRTEEN TIMES IN ONE NIGHT/ 
EM... a 


m SEE, I ALWAYS INSIST WE SIOP WITH 
" BER TWELVE, NO MATTER AGW 


cit 
TEE lll 


Za 


‘e 
Ei 


[CONTINUED ON 38D PAGE FOLLOWING. 


1 Solar Ball wn glowing green {2°s" tha) 

2 Saturn Wrist Rings m glowing yellow 2%" dia) 
2 Satura Wrist Rings in glowing fed (2'> dia) 

1 Intergalactic Space Game fistruction shee 


with every. offer 
Glow-in-the- Dark 


NEON L 


USE COUPON OR WRITE INFORMATION CLEARLY ON A 
SEPARATE PIECE OF PAPER, 


ADD 


Create amazing special effects with your 
Solar Ball. Hours of indoor and outdoor 
Glow-in-the-Dark fun. Use both Solar 
Ball and Saturn Rings to play the great 
new Inter-galactic Space game. 


e 


Solar Ball and Saturn Rings are made of 

a non-toxic soft plastic. They recharge 
over and over again. Place clase to bright — 
light source turn out the fights and watch — 


them glow!! hn 


k 


In the shadowy depths of Atlantis 
his life will change forever: 


From DC Comics. Where Legends 


# Indicates Trademark of DC Comics Inc.©1985 


JEEZ... THATS ALL ONE 


AOUSE ? ALL THOSE 
JOWERS AND WINDOWS? 


SOUNP OF IPE 
HAMMERS ANSST 
NEVER ST 


Guosts, etc! WHAT ABOUT 

REAL ESTATE ? HOW COME THIS 

PLACE HAG BEEN LEFT 10 KOT? ~<a 

r | WELL, THE 
COMBRIDSE FAMILY WAS 
GOING }D TURN IT INTO A GUY 
MUSEUM, BUT THEY CHANGED 

THEIR MINDS. ¥'SEE, /MSIDE 


SHE CARRIED ON EXTENDING THAT 
HOUSE FOR NEARLY AQR7Y YEARS, 
ACCORDING TO THE GHOSTS’ NSTRLC TIONG, Bi 
é THE BUILDERS WORKED IN SHIF7S, 
DAY AND NIGHT, 


"THAT'S HOW THE GHOSTS 
WANTED /7. ” 


PPUINTED ? ALL THOSE DEPD 


" GOTLAIKS [IND RECSKING 7 
DAVIO, ION'T THAT JUST A 


LITTLE STEPHEN KING 7 


I WASN'T GOING TO SAY 
"“RUNTED ”” INSIDE THE 
HOUSE, IT'S... ABNORMAL, 
THE ARCHITECTURE, GHE 
BUILT IT ] THE GHOSTS" 
SPECIFICATIONS. » « 


IM... SORRY ABOUT ROD. 
ABOUT THE WAY HE BEHAVES 
jy I MEAN, WITH 2/24. 


ITS OKAY. LINDA PLAYS 
GP TO1T. 11'S OUST A THING 
SHE DOES, THIS FLIRTING... 
HY} "i 
: —— Hl Pt cuess we \ VY 
WORRY ABouT YOU. I THINK Y » : BETTER GO 
YOU SUPPRESS A LOT OF HOSTILITY. L eo i\ FIND 'EM 
I MEAN, I NEVER HEARD You WN g Bip ice: 
ONCE SNAP BACK AT LINDA. 


JUST LEARNED TO MAKE 


ALLOWANCES, I GUESS. | fl 


T THINK THEY WENT 


UM, I MADE A THROUGH 75 DOOR, HERE... 
AUSTAKE, THIS IS ONE OF ee 
THE DOORS I READ ABOUT “HAT 
DOESN'T ZEAD ANYWHERE. 


THE NEXT DOOR ALONG, 
THE ONE THAT LOOKS 
LIKE A CLOSET?, 


CPSTEIRS, FRANNY MUTCMELL COULD 'F 
GE7 HER NIG 70 SEF STRUIGHT AND WISHED, 
NOT (OR JHE FIRST JME, THAT THE CINERS 
HARON T BEEN SO GIRICT WITH AMY 
COMBRICSE OVER THAT "NO MIRRORS” 


HEY, LINDA? THE 


Maa, 
= 
asi st 


vA 
if 7 THE WS SAT 700 FAR 
THEN AGAIN, /E THE WG | | FORWARD, YOU COLD SEE 
CEPT THE BACK OF THE HERD UNCOVERED] | FRANNY'S BRAINS. 
WAS WORSE, F f LINDA? 
Sa ER HEY, L/ND4, COME | JR Rs ARE YOU... 
QW’ IT'LL TAKE 'EM i 
AOURS TO FIND US! x ; 


WELL, HEY, 

YOU WERE WAITING UP HERE 

FOR ME ALL THE 77ME, HUH? 

LOOKS LIKE L DIDN'T GET MY, CUT THAT QU7/ 

SIGNALS CROSSED AFTER. _/ WHAT ARE YOU 
ALL... <<“ DOING, YOU NUT?. 


OH, OH, BOY, "Y'KNOW LINDA, YOU'RE 
” REALLY WASTED ON Davie. T 
MEAN, HE'S A NICE GUY AN' T 
WOULDN'T WANNA A027 HIM, BUT... 


YOUR HAIR... 


AW, JEGL, YOU'RE 7zRQH/C. 
YOUR SKIV, YOUR £/23... 


BACK IN PE BEDROOM, FRAWNY 
SINE ANO THREW THE MATTED 
MURPIECE (NI? THE CORNER. SHE 
MEARO FE SCREAM, EXROILY 
THREE SIORIES ¢ 


OQULY PHE DOOR, SLAMMING 
TNO MOKELY (NV PRE 
SUMNER WIND. 


Fiy, swing, blast walls, cast spells, or save the 


world In the DC Heroes Role Playing Game. 


Based on the world’s most renowned heroes, this 
concise, easy to learn system allows you to play 
Batman’, Superman’, Wonder Woman’; The Teen 
Titans’, or design your own hero or heroine. 


Balance powers, problems, and amazing devices 
against the Joker’ Lex Luthor’ or the H.1.V.E.” as 
you portray any of the ry heroes during 
some of thelr most incredible adventures, 

All character names, 


renditions, associated 
and indicis are Trademarks of OC Comics inc. 
Copyright © 1985 DC Comics Inc. All Rights Reserved. 


Quick Start Rules. 

Teen Titan's” Adventure. 
Player's Kk, 

Gamemaster's Book. 

Solitaire Adventure. 
Gamemaster Screen. 

30 color character cards. 

Over 20 stand-up color counters 
2 ten-aided dice. 


For more information write: 
Maytalr Games * P.O, Box 5987 
Chicago, IL * 60880 
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EY, ROD! I KNOW IT'S YOU. 
DAVID'S SCARED OF LOUD Noses! 


Y'KNOW, IF YOU WANT TO ATTRACT 
my 


ED CLUTTY ANP 7HE DUTCHMAN HAD BEEN 11) THE | 
SEANCE ROOM ALMOST AV baat’ ARGUING HER 


SWE HAD FOUND TRE GKYUGHT SET INJO 
S0QLID FLOOR, AND THE CORRIDOR THAT 
ARRROWED FROM THREE YARDS 70 SIX INCHES. 


SHED FOUND A CLOSET ONLY HALE AN 
INCH DEEP, ANO ANOTAER THE SIZE OF 


sseeeneners 


CVGVICILLY, SHE LOCKED INGIDE JHE FREE SIANOING WARDROBE, 
A AOUSE LIKE THIS, ONE DOOR WAS AS LIKELY AS ANOTHER. 


THE DIN OF THE HOCFOURKE RUMBLED 
AWAY DOWN THE ADJOINING FASSAGEWAS, 
BOWE /N SECONDS, 


Bh THE STENCH OF MUSK. 
ANP HIDE WOULD LINGER FOR WEEKS, 


i _- 


BY NOW, THE EXCITEMENT HAO SPREAD THRO DOW THE DRUNKEN, TWISTING CORRIZORS THEY THRONGED, GALLING 
THE WWOLE SUX ACRES OF THE MOUGE. OUT ONTO THE LANDINGS ANZ BALCONIES, THERE WERE CELEBRITIES, 
a Zz fal MACLUONVS QYE CLANTON BROTHER, ANDO MAVEVIIES. 

1 CORE ey 


i 


J 


a ee 


jisattls % 
Ged 


(iii 


ti 


LIME THE CREATURES OF ROSENCOD es 
AND KENNESCOOK AV? LOUISIANA THE HOUSE BUZZED WHT THE 
BEORE THEM, THE GHOSTS OF GAN THE SUICIDES HAD FELT IT. MISTAKING IT FOR\\| BREATHLESS WHISPER OF DEAD 
AUEUEL WERE ANIMATED BY SNE THE DAY OF JUDGMENT AVP RESURRECTION, « 

pee Sumac ae DISTANT 


FRANNY MITCHELL DECIDED 70 
COVER THE HOLE (IN HER TEMPLE 
WITH AN ORNAMENTAL FLOWER. 


TODD WEATHERBY, WHO? SHOT HS 

BELOVED PRYNILY ON COMUSTIAS 

VE, (P72, LEO THEN COWINSTIRS 
70 7HE HALL. 


THE LITICE G1RLS LOOKED bikKE 
THEY HRP THER BEST REP 
SUNDAY RIBBONS 1 THEIR MAIR, 
BUf OF COURSE, THEY HBONT, 


THEM BOTH OUT OF THERE, KE WOULD 
D0 7S THING, AND NOTMINE WOULD, 


A WOO ELEMENTAL , YES, OF COURSE, 
IT MAKES PERFECT SENSE. HAHAHA! 4 


A WOOD ELEMENTAL COME TO opal 
PROTECT We FROM THE GHOSTS. (= 


‘ 


THE SOUND OF THE HAMMERS MUST NEVER “SS 2 a 

STOP, THEY GAID, MADE HER BUILD A MELEE Vi? BANG! GANG! 

TO APPEASE THEM SO THEY’D LET HER BE... / HAHAHAHA 
BUILT WITH 777/65, THE eee 

WAY GANBRIOGE 


FINALLY... I ARRIVE... AT IHE 


WWMY MINE... I HEAR [TS NAME... PELL 
AND SQUEAKING WINEGLASSES.. . 


Be AREPLACE...A LIMO. 
BUEBLING VOCE... 
1S SCREAMING. 

ABOUT MARKED 


THE WOMAN. .&5 ALIVE. 


THE THUIVES.. . \NSIDE 


ONDER THE TABLE...A SEVERED 
AENO... AN? A COMPLETE FARE- 
AN... CLOW ANO STREASELE,..AOR 

POSSESHON... OF A SIK-GUN.-. 


FORLOWING 


WRITE RIGHT NOW! 


FREE MARVEL & D.C. LIST 
Send self-addressed stamped envelope 
or $1.00 for GRAND BOOK INC. 
Giant New 659-D GRAND ST 
Catalog To: BROOKLYN. N.Y. 14211 
ODD ITEMS: Genuine Shark Tooth on neckchain, 
$4.00. Genuine Flint Arrowheads. $2.00 each. All 
items postpaid. C&CSales’ - 
P.O. Box 1152. Allen. Texas 75002 


GENUINE G.1. MILITARY POLICE REGULATION 


WHISTLE - COLOR OLIVE DRAB 
NEW $2.25 EACH. POSTAGE PAID 
D. E. BEERY SURPLUS 
P.O. BOX 6216, DEPT. OC 


List of Surplus items - 50¢ CHILLICOTHE, OHIO 45601 


deliver fast! Nanay back puaraton ol saiotcion 
dokes and Gags 


Shock your fiends with the greatest n gags 
Send $1.00 for super catalog 


Box 508 ¢ Glemmood L Lending, NY 11547. 


Mags, Dark Dee T.V. Aven 
Disney, Movie items. etc. From 190)-1: 


We Buy. GIANT CATALOG $1.00 
HOWARD 0. ROGOFSKY 
P.O. Box 128, Rosedale, QNS., N.Y. 11422 


FREE STAMPS 
$3.00 catalog value when requesting for my 
discount worldwide approvals. Approvals are 
stamps that must be returned or paid for. STAMP. 
DISCOUNTER Box 33186, Baltimore, MD. 21218 


Thousands of Marvels & DCs a 
For catalog send 75¢ to: 1 
CENTORCOMICS 

122 £. 42 St.eNew York, NY 10168 

A division of Centormedia inc. 


MAGIC SPELLS-s5 .00 | 


SONORA, BOX S015 


SANTA FE, NM 87502 | 


Write advertiser direct for information: 


For advertising rates write 
Print Advertising Representatives, Inc. 
355 LEXINGTON AVE., N.Y. N.Y. 10017 


A VISITOR FROM OUTER SPACE 


Every 76 years, HALLEY’S COMET visits Earth, 
Witness it through a quality Tasco telescope! 


30 power telescope 
with tripod 
Reg. $20.00 


+ ONLY $13.95 &1.50 UPS 


and much more 
y o MICRI A tor 


MICROCOM TECHNOLOGY 
Dept. L » P.O. Boa 347341 
2 Mile Range Cleveland. OH 44134 


MAKE A NEW FRIEND 
Who wouldn't lke to make a new 
triend?. Now you can have your very 
own pen pal Act Now All you need to 
de is send a Dear Pen Pal letter with 
$1.00 & a self addressed stamped 
envelope to The Mail Order 
Connection, P.O, Box 4011, Ann Arbor, 


Mt 48106. 


3 MIL COMI 
$5.25 per 100 oo 
include 25¢ for: catalog 
EMPIRE COMICS é 
872 Stone Road, Rochester, N.¥. 14616 


send you, 


bt) send money.’ 


WRITE RIGHT NOW! 


American 
Red Cross 


40 power ee A 


with tripod Reg $32.00 
ONLY $19958 200 UPS’ 
Includes FREE poster & booklet 


rg HIGH SCHOOL 


The American School has been # 
Iping adults FINISH HIGH SCHOOL # 
M HOME in sparetime, by correspon- * 
lence for almost 80 years. DIPLOMA 
AWARDED .. . see if we can help you, 
American School, | Dept. 20210 
| 50 East 58th St Chicago, IL 80637 


4 City/State. 


ry Phone_____ 
‘ee NO FINANCE CHARGES ©2== 
SUPER ROBOTS! Transforming Robots from 
Japan Illust. Catalog $2.00 to Twilite Inc. P.O, Box 
4138, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11229 


OLDEN STATE COMICS 
Send 35¢ for comics selling list 


and FREE protective comic bag, 
4688 Boundary, San Diego, CA 92116 


REALLY TOUGH! 


My method gives results that you 
feel and your friends notice. 
far Boal where needed. Lose 


j p cover 
j@ for FREE information. 


ory eis ISSUE??? 
on Tet ai Tree EE chor ROAD 
A 23226 
tt Wat 
comics from the last 2 years 
~ are still ons price. 


Write aneesiiaet direct for information. 


For advertising rates write 
Print Advertising Representatives, Inc. 
355 LEXINGTON AVE, N.Y., N.Y. 10017 


ff enclosed. Please add $2.00 per title for books delivered outside the USA. Please’send 


FIFTY WHO MARIE DC GREAT 
Bank 
4) 


BONUS! 


For a limited time only, this 
Offer entities you to receive a 
free copy of FIFTY WHO MADE 
DC GREAT, the special 
anniversary book that 
celebrates and documents 
the fifty-year history of DC 
Comics. 
A handsome collector's 
volume; FIFTY WHO MADE DC 
GREAT retails for $2.95 and 
includes reproductions of 
milestone covers in addition 
to the fifty profiles of DC’ 
greats: Jerry Siegel and Joe 
Shuster, Denny O'Neil and Neal 
Adams, Marv Wolfman and 
George Perez, Frank Miller, 
and many more. 
Only 500 copies are available 
through this limited offer. 
$end your order today to be 
> gure of getting your FREE copy. 
To qualify for my free copy of FIFTY 
WHO MADE DC GREAT, | am ordering 
one or more subscriptions at only 
~ $9.00 apiece, Please send me a 12 
. lssue subscription to each title 
checked below. 


0 ACTION COMICS 
OC ALL-STAR SQUADRON 


° : = CO AMETHYST* 
Don’t let FIFTY YEARS pass you by! yal eae : 
My check or money order (in U.S. Funds) for $_. for title(s) is < pp = 


books to: (Print legibly) (CD DC COMICS PRESENTS 


ee ee ee ee ee ee 


NAME ea em ~— [) GREEN LANTERN 
C7 JUSTICE LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
a C) HEX 
aovkiss LN PRR SEH CO ‘MAZING MAN 
CO SGT. ROCK* 
CEE ETS 5 Mc OC) STAR TREK 
OO eer Re OO SUPERMAN 
O] SWAMP THING 
i= aah iechiidiritadiis tsi hs ae TALES OF THE 
STATE zi ACCOUNT # (if current subscriber) LEGION OF SUPER-HEROES 
Make chaeks payable to DC Comics Inc. Mail this coupon TODAY to: DC Comics CO TALES OF THE TEEN TITANS 
Subscriptions/Box 1308-F Dept. A-3/Fort Lee, NJ 07024. Please allow 10-12 weeksfor OV 
delivery of your first issue. Offer expires December 31, 1985 (0 WARLORD 
Copyright © 1985 OC Comics ine. *indicates bi-monthly publication 
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HERE /S Hi 
HIM / 
ofp 


H-HIM AND Jul 
COME Q/7. TL... ie. 
Ue 5 he. i LINDA? WHAT ARE YOU SANG? 
NP \', f= LOOK... YOU'RE UPSET, T KNOW 

S iad YOU WERE ACIENCLY WT 


ki 
WE UGE THEIR CAR, RIGHT” 
ONLY YOU HAVE TO GR/VE, T'm 
TOO SICK UF? CH, JEEZ, 


WELL? DAVID, DON'T 
JUST S7AND THERE! ARE YOU 
COMING, OR WOT? 


GOT THE MESSAGE I LEFT 
WITH YOUR G/RLFRIENC, _/, 


ALL? WELL, WHY DIDN'T 
T KNOW,,. THAT YOU WILL ONLY ned YOU SAY? 
GIVE ME... ANOTHER A/AALE.. THE TRUTHS 
COME ON OUT AND 
SAY HELLO, 


T AM...NO LONGER.. 
CERTAIN WAY 


: 


DC presents a one-of-a-kind collaboration between 
George Perez, Marshall Rogers, Jose Luis Garcia- 
Lopez, Keith Giffen, Paris Cullins and other DC 
superstars in a giant poster wall calendar for 1986! 
Featuring original artwork done by the artists most 
famous for their interpretations of these characters: 
THE TEEN TITANS® by Perez, BATMAN* by Rogers and 
AMBUSH BUG* by Giffen. Full process coloring anda 
giant 28" by 41" format make this poster calendar a truly 
magnificent way to know what day it is, all through 1986. For 
only $2.95 this poster is the perfect gift for everyone 
on your Christmas list! 


Please send me _____ copies of the 1986 DC WALL 


* | CALENDAR POSTER, at $2.95 each. Please add $1.00 


postage and handling for each poster ordered. If mailed outside 
the U.S.A., send $4.95 per poster which includes postage and 
handling. My check or money order (in U.S. Funds) for$ —__ 
is enclosed. Please send poster to: (print legibly) 


i 
NAME @ 
Z 
ADDRESS i 
city 8 
& 
STATE, ZiP 
Make checks payable to DC Comics inc. 
Mail this coupon TODAY to: 1986 WALL CALENDAR POSTER/ 
PO. Box 5000-KR/Ridgefield, NJ 07657. This offer good until 12/31/85 or 
while supplies last! Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery 
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Dennis Yee, Tom and Mary 
Bierbaum, Heather Kilgour, Linda 
Nichenko, Jim Fern, and René 
Reynolds. Six of the people (Tom and 
Mary count as one) on our “A” list. 

If you've been following DC's Talent 
Program for the past two-plus years, 
you may have noticed references to 
“lists.” There's been one list each for 
writers, pencillers, letterers, inkers, 
and colorists. There are notations for 
those whose strengths lie in more than 
one of these categories. There’ve been 
cross-referenced pages listing our 
Talent Program participants by 
geographical location. (This includes 
countries outside the U.S.) There was 
an attempt to keep three copies ofeach 
of these lists; one for the Talent 
Coordinator's office, one which we 
tried to carry around with us for ready 
reference, and a copy we kept safe at 
home. (We were forever misplacing the 
first two copies under the piles of 
submissions in our office.) One copy 
each was always given to our 
Executive Editor and to our Editorial 
Coordinator. At one time or another, 
parts or entire copies were provided to 
every editor, and virtually every 
department at DC. Not much time 
passed before the lists grew to 
unwieldy proportions. Guess what was 
the solution? Another list. Sounds 
perverted, doesn’t it? But, if you think 
about it, it makes sense. Dick Giordano 
called this the “Triple A” list; they who, 
as Editor Alan Gold described them, 
were so ready for professional 
assignments it hurt. In theory, the 
editors knew that any person on this 
“AAA” list was available and able to 
complete just about any assignment 
with a minimum of consultation or 


cas 
h 


O Swamp Thing 45: Swamp Thing is 
haunted by the ghosts of America’s 
past! 


ON SALE WEEK 


OF NOVEMBER 21 


reviewing of résumés or samples. Even 
this list began to grow to where we 
were comparing relative merits of the 
“listees.” Purpose defeated. 

Well, we're now in the last 
(permanent) phase of the Talent 
Program. We've come a long way in 
getting to this point. Procrastination is 
a luxury we can’t afford; not after all 
we've been through in getting to this 
point. Solution? Why, three more lists. 
A" “B," and “C.” 

The “C” list is everyone good who's 
come our way in the last few years. The 
“B” list is, essentially, that “AAA” list 
mentioned a couple of paragraphs 
back. The “A” list is composed of about 
20 writers, artists, letterers, and 
colorists from the “B” list. No one will 
be added to the “A” list without 
someone first having been removed. 
This is absolute. Being on this list 
means being the first to get most of the 
assignments in the coming year. One 
gets off the list after having had workin 
a year’s worth of issues, orafter having 
received a regular assignment from 
another editor, or after having been 
determined unable to withstand the 
rigors of the industry; whichever 
comes first. Someone from “B’ then 
assumes position on “A.” 

This will not mean a slowdown in the 
process of putting people on line for 
assignments. The average waiting 
time for almost everybody on the “B” 
and “C” lists will remain the same as 
always. Up to now, it’s been mostly hit- 
or-miss in giving assignments. Now we 
have what should be a streamlined, 
efficient system for placing people. It'll 
happen faster for some—but no slower 
for everybody else. 

Choosing they who would share 


O Batman and the Outsiders 30: The 
People of the Abyss plot the creation of 
Looker! 

O Green Lantern 197: It's Guy 
Gardner vs. John Stewart with a 
powerless Hal in the middle! 

O Sgt. Rock 408: The effects of war on 
a new recruit have deadly 
implications! 

O Warlord 102: The quest continues 
with art by Paris Cullins! 

O Blve Devil 21: Introducing 
Roadmaster, plus the Devilmobile! 


space on the number one list is one of 
the more agonizing decisions we've 
had to make for thisTalent Program. As 
was said earlier, virtually every name 
we have down is good and worthy of 
being among the first on line. How did 
we pick? By a sort-of vague awareness 
and balance of such factors as relative 
skill, length of waiting time, age, gen- 
der, geographical location, range 
of differences in “styles” between 
participants, relative compatibility of 
participants, attitude ... Instinct 
probably played as big a part as 
anything else in our choices. 

Our plan of action will also be less 
hit-or-miss at this stage in the game. 
For instance: people like Dennis Yee, 
who both write and draw, will, in the 
coming year, be asked to write a story 
for Jim Fern to pencil, while Dennis will 
be asked to draw a story written by 
Tom and Mary Bierbaum. Jim has 
inked others’ pencils; now he'll have 
the pleasure of seeing his pencils 
inked by someone else. Every 
combination possible will be 
attempted in order to give these 
novices the widest range of experience 
and development. 

All of this with the continued support 
and participation of some of the more 
enthusiastic of the “old pros.” 

Well, enough has been said at this 
juncture; let's just get everything 
moving and see how well it all works! 


SAC-ANENDD LA 


I'm sure you'll make it work, Sal. 

We are culminating phase one of our 
New Talent Program by putting the 
aforementioned “Triple A” people to 
work on each of the monthly issues of 
ELVIRA’S HOUSE OF MYSTERY, 
which follows the Halloween 1985 
premiere of that title. With only a little 
bit of help from established pros, these 
talented newcomers will handle all of 
the creative work. Don’t miss it ... and 
they can use all the feedback you give 
them. 

Sal joins me in requesting that you 
hold off on sending samples thru the 
mail in hopes of getting into our New 
Talent Program. Until this final phase 
of the training of the first group, we'll 
not be able to evaluate new 
submissions the way we'd like to. 
Remember we're only asking you to 
hold off, not forget it. We just need to 
have some breathing room so that we 
can finish what we've started. 

Anyway, the cream always comes to 
the top and if you're cream... 

Thank You and Good Afternoon. 


O Who's Who 12: JLA, JSA, Jor-El, 
Judomaster, Karate Kid, and many 
more! 

O Booster Gold 1: Metropolis’s newest 
hero battles Blackguard and learns all 
about his powers! 

OD Infinity, Inc. 23: As the Crisis rages, 
Solomon Grundy goes on the warpath! 
CO New Teen Titans 17: At last, the 
wedding of Starfire! Nightwing is not 
happy! 
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Alan, Stephen, and John: 

“The Curse” was an excellent piece of 
work. It took-@ stock horror figure—the 
werewolf—and built a totally new plot 
around it. | liked the way you used the 
story to make a social statement about 
the persecution of women. It was some- 
thing completely unexpected in a comic 
featuring a werewolf. | certainly wasn't 
prepared for a commentary on “the 
curse” of women, dramatizing the 
Cruelty of imposing sex roles in society. 

“The Curse” was very well-written, 
as usual. | liked the double-meaning 
title, which foreshadowed both “the 
curse” of female menstruation and “the 
curse” of turning into a werewolf. | also 
liked the repetition of the poem through- 
out the story (“Their anger in darkness 
turning...” etc.); it created a nice effect, 
and added to the mood of the piece. Was 
that an excerpt from a real poem or other 
work, or did you just make it up your- 
self, Alan? 

The actual transformation of the 
woman into the wolf was fantastic. 
Never before have | seen it portrayed 
that way, with the wolf actually crawl- 
ing up from the throat and shedding the 
skin like @ snake. It was disgusting, 
‘horrible, and wonderfully drawn. The 
battle with Swamp Thing was also 
beautifully drawn, but a little anticli- 
mactic. Alan, you built up the unleash- 
ing of this great female beast, this 
vengeful and powerful monster, 
throughout the entire book. Then you 
had it wreck a house, break a few 
windows, and commit suicide. The 
ending seemed just a bit flat, just a little 
disappointing. 

Also, what exactly were you trying to 
say with that ending? That women are 
So persecuted, so discriminated and 
oppressed that their only true freedom 
can come in death? You say as the 
woman/wolf leaps onto the kitchen 
knives, “It's a poor kind of freedom ... 
but, in the end, it is the only kind she 
has.” Is this to be taken literally? You 
certainly. seem to be intending this 
throughout the rest of the story. You 
show women shambling mindlessly 
through supermarkets, submitting to 
humiliation and insults from callous 
husbands, and degrading themselves as 
sex objects in adult bookstores. To read 
this book, you would think women are 
the most oppressed beings in this world, 
lower even than Jews and blacks and 
Hispanics. 

However, what about women like 
Abby, women who are_ intelligent, 
Strong, independent, and fulfilled? What 


‘about the women who are lawyers, 


Politicians, engineers, doctors, and 
athletes? You don’t show many of them, 
but they are out there. No matter what 
you Say in your story, there are many, 
many women who are truly liberated. 
Women today have—excuse the 
cliché—come a long way. If you think 
women are so horribly oppressed that 
they must rebel and kill themselves, you 
are dead wrong. 

In this way, | find the only fault in““The 
Curse”; it is overstated and slightly one- 
sided. However, it is still a strong story, 
and is not unrealistic. For every woman 
who is successful and fulfilled, there are 
indeed hundreds who are oppressed 
and even enslaved. While many go to 
college and build careers, many more 
are encouraged, even forced to find a 
husband, have children, and spend their 
days in mindless drudgery. In many 
parts of the world, women are definitely 
treated as inferiors, as, property, and 
certainly need to rebel. And even the 
successful ones, even those who are in 
positions of power and authority, must 
submit to men’s ridicule and hands 
pinching their buttocks. 

Women have come a long way, but 
have a long way to go. If that is what you 
were trying to say, | agree. If you believe 
they are still crouching in the shadow of 
the Red Lodge, you are only partly 
correct. 

Thanks, 

Robert T. Jeschonek 
129 Hostetler Rd. 
Johnstown, PA 15904 


The ‘major bone of contention with 
“The Curse” was with the ending, 
Robert, and rightly so, | must agree. 
When | first read the script, | didn’t and 
still don't correlate Phoebe's suicide as 
being the only choice of a woman in an 
oppressive “man’s” world, yet | can 
completely understand why you 4nd 
other readers viewed it as such. 

Yes, the story was so laden with 
symbolism that one could wonder 
where the line was drawn between 
metaphor and reality, what was meant 
to be taken literally and what wasn't. 
Yes, one could easily equate the curse of 
menstruation, the historical and current 
oppression of women, Phoebe’s 
(women’s) repressed rage, Phoebe’s 
(women’s) rebellion as the werewolf, 
and her suicide as all and the same—a 
generality that women’s plight in a 
male-dominated world is hopeless— 
and that women should give up. But, no; 
that wasn’t, by any means, the story's 
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intent. If anything, it was the complete 
opposite. “The Curse” was intended to 
heighten the reader's awareness to the 
persecution and oppression of women 
that has existed and still very much 
exists in our society. Phoebe killed 
herself because it was the only freedom 
she felt she had; one lone, suppressed, 
repressed, uninformed, isolated woman 
living in’ Nowhere, U.S.A., where 
women are generally more visibly 
persecuted than their educated, inde- 
pendent counterparts in the city. 
Phoebe's choice of suicide may have 
been her only relief, sad and unfor- 
tunate as it was. It wasn't in any way 
meant to imply or represent a state- 
ment or action for women as a whole. 
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Dear Karen, 

| wrote a brief letter to you wt cai 
ago in general appreciation of SWAMP 
THING. Let me now tighten that appre- 
ciation to ST #40. Others might under- 
standably disagree with me when I say 
that ST #40 is the best Moore-written 
issue to date—after all, we have such a 
wealth to choose from. | doubt anyone 
can disagree that this is the most fright-, 
ening issue. 

To ST #40. Karen, I'd like you to step 
outside your editorial position to answer 
this, preferably on the letters page: How 
did you, as a woman, react to the story? 
Some people, | believe, will read the tale 
as quite anti-female; | see it as exceed- 
ingly sympathetic, positive, and caring. 
For precisely the same reasons that | fail 
to understand'the arguments of those in 
the ongoing debate over Huckleberry 
Finn who say the book is racist, | will fail 
to understand any “sexist” responses to 
ST #40; for precisely those reasons, | 
fully expect to read of such responses. 
Like most comics readers, | have few 
female friends who read comics. As a 
man, | must tell you, | was frightened as! 
seldom have been. | grew to love 
Phoebe, and to appreciate her setting, in 
just those few pages. That, | suppose, 
says more of the male’s psyche than it 
does of anything else, but it highlights 
my original query: What of the female 
psyche? 

| assume that Moore did his resear 
on the Pennamaquot. | know I've read 
other ancient cultures with the same 
taboo. That makes me believe that the 
myth might be universal, and that raises 
questions about this society's position- 
ing of women. It is for this reason, 
among others, that! consider ST #40 a 


very positive woman’sstory. Still, I'd like 
to know if the woman editor agrees. 

Sincerely, 

David Kirby 

3221 Connecticut Ave. NW 

Washington, DC 20008 


| thought “The Curse” was positive in 
the sense that it was a supportive, com- 
passionate story in defense of women— 
Not positive in the sense that Phoebe 
killed herself. And since we had somany 
different reactions to this controversial 
tale, I'm going to open up the rest of the 
column to some of that mail. 
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Dear People, 

An essay on short stories | read once 
said that the shorter the story, the more 
“punch” its point carried. “The Curse” 
knocked me through a wall. The day 
before | bought it I finished The Mists of 
Avalon, and | must say that Bradley 
herself could scarcely have written a 
better sequel. | was in a daze all day, just 
thinking about it. 

On a purely nonsupernatural level, | 
know exactly what Phoebe (perfect 
Mame) was going through. | too have 
sought the Goddess and found her 
absence to be a gaping wound. But! will 
not take Phoebe’s way out. If | cannot 
find in this world a place of power for 
women, then | wilt forge one, and may 

” the powers that be grant me strength to 
succeed. 

Thank you, Alan. | really didn't think a 
man would understand. You and the 
crew are putting out the best comic(?) 
ground, which is a hard admission for an 
-X-Maniac. 

Debbie Byrd 
MUW P.O. Box W-156 
Columbus, MS 39701 
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Dear Karen, 

Innovation. True innovation. And the 
guts to print it. That's what SWAMP 
THING #40 meant to me, that and 
beautiful art and a story I'll not soon 
forget, but most of all your courage in 
presenting something that | know some 
people will find controversial and un- 
desirable because it challenges their 
own, possibly limited, ideas. 

l.admit to being one of thoge people. 
Not intentionally, mind you, and not to 
the degree of trashing my copy of the 
book, but | was surprised when | saw 
what the issue dealt with. And asked 
myself why, and found those answers 
as | progressed through the story. 

Although | hope I've never been as 
insensitive as Roy was to his wife (and 
hope I never will be in the future), little 
bits of his brutality brought memories of 
smirky comments from male friends of 
mine that | gladly laughed at. What male 
hasn't laughed at another male’s joke 
about “that time of the month’? Now I 
realize just how unfunny those jokes are 
and realize that, in my own way, | have 
been as insensitive as Roy. 

Icame to realize that the whole aspect 
of menstruation is considered just as 


“unclean” now as it was in the days of 
the Pennamaquot Indians; now people 
go from not knowing anything about it to 
mocking it as soon as they're told of its 
existence. It’s a joke. Or glamorized: “A 
laughing woman runs through endless 
fields beneath a*cornflower sky.” It 
deserves to be neither joked about nor 


‘ glamorized by advertising. 


Alan, you write poetry in prose. The 
horror of this issue wasn't the were- 
wolf, it was that Phoebe, the goddess of 
the moon, was reduced to a monster 
who could never reach the true moon. 
Steve and John, your art truly adds to 
the story that special quality; | espe- 
cially loved the growing sharpness of 
the panel layouts this issue. And Tatjana 
and John, you bring the perfection to its 
peak. x 
Karen, | thank you and the team for 
having the guts to do this story. A girl- 
friend once told me, “You can't ever 
know what it’s like, every month, tohave 
your periods.” No, but thanks to 
SWAMP THING #40, Icanseea bit more 
clearly what it is like to be a woman in 
what is essentially still a male- 
dominated world. Thank you all for 
having the courage to make me think 
and realize the truth. 

Yours sincerely, 
Mark Dito 

13 Cameron Ave. 
Earlwood. 2206 
Sydney, Australia 
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Dear Karen, 

It was not its audacity which flawed 
SWAMP THING #40, “The Curse,” but 
its devices—the final, finally once-too- 
often repeated “hungry for the moon” 
chant rendered in full, unnecessarily in 
full at the end; the downright foolish, 
market display of knives, edges, points!, 
outward. Simplest put, no market worth 
its liabilities would ever, ever, never- 
ever display its cutlery so dangerously. 

Lastly, that the story spoke as if for all 
women, erred, as all generalities err. 

Thanks, 

Matthew-Louis M. Levin 
44 Lincoin Ave. 
Northampton, MA 01060 


Dear All, 

SWAMP THING #40 was a very 
depressing issue, all the more so 
because of where it was accurate. Even 
where women are nominally equal to 
men, they at il too often regarded as 
second-class citizens. | would disagree, 
| think, with the portrayal of woman as 
cursed to passivity, forced in the last to 
direct anger only against herself. 
Women are capable of action and they 
have plenty to act against. As you can 
see, | found it a very thought-provoking 
issue, and well observed. 

Jude Looker 
6 Clifton Dale 
Clifton 

York 
ENGLAND 


Dear Alan, 

“The Curse” was one, of the best 
stories | have seen from you to date, 
especially considering that the previous 
two issues had been way below par (too 
dependent on physical grotesqueries). 
However, while lam willing to grant that 
had your research been a bit more in- 
depth your story would not have worked, 
you should be aware that your anthro- 
pology is terrible. 

The Pennamaquot’s Red Lodge ex- 
isted, of course. In fact, the Lodge is 
common among primitive societies. 
What annoyed me is the (common) 
assumption on the part of Anglos that 
Amerindian psychology is identical to 
Western-European psychology. lam not 
trying to make the Amerinds sound non- 
human or INFERIOR by any means, but 
the Pennamaquot women were NOT 
dragged kicking and screaming into the 
Lodge. Your studies have apparently 
been at an anecdotal level. 

There are more things in Heaven and 
on Earth, Mr. Moore, than are dealt with 
in your Western-European philoso- 
phies. 

During menstruation a woman 
shared in common the spirit of Chang- 
ing Woman, a being of terrible power 
and purity. To pollute her with human 
touch would have been a terrible thing. 
She was kept isolated, and feared, and 
worshiped, and honored. 

ls what I've just said accurate? Of 
course not. But it was just as one-sided 
as your description, and maybe just a 
trifle more accurate. Are you aware that 
in many Amerind tribes the wife owns 
all the animals, which in this case is 
synonymous with controlling all the 
wealth? 

Sincerely, 

Mikel Norwitz 

4949 E. Shaw Butte 
Scottsdale, AZ 85254 


Dear Monster Mashers: 

There was a werewolf story in the 
Wein-Wrightson version of SWAMP 
THING, so | was expecting a rehash or 
maybe even a reprint when | saw the 
cover of #40. What | got was something, 
incredibly unique. It was a very sad 
story, unrelievedly depressing and 
graphic; but Alan Moore, a man, tookon 
the rough task of expressing the cry of 
the hurt woman in the voice of the hurt 
‘woman; and succeeded admirably in his 
attempt. You'll never be dull, and Hitch- 
cock would have envied you. 

Charles D. Brown 
39 Stockton Street 
Brentwood, NY 11717 
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NEXT: Swamp Thing meets his 
ancestors and learns the truth behind 
the “American Gothic’! See you then— 
Karen 
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